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Regents Earth Science         
2017-2018
The East Earth Science Team: Ms. Worthington and Ms. Panton
(These are the people you can turn to for help with Earth Science!)
To contact Ms. Worthington:

             E-Mail: Tiarra.Worthington@rcsdk12.org
To contact Ms. Panton:                                   E-Mail: Lynn.Panton@rcsdk12.org
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“Science is a way of thinking, not a knowledge of facts.”

The process of science involves an inquiry approach to pose questions, seek answers and develop solutions in order to investigate natural phenomena.


In this course, you will actively participate in uncovering the Earth Science in the laboratory and in the world around you.  Rather than simply writing “correct” answers to Earth Science questions and problems, you will learn to support claims with evidence.  Learning Earth Science is a bit like learning a new sport or dance—you will get better with practice.  The more you participate, the deeper your understanding will be.

Things You Need For Class Each Day:


· Writing utensil
· Earth Science Reference Tables (these will be issued to you in class–DO NOT LOSE THEM!)

· Binder (These will stay in class)
· Science Journal 
Here are some questions you might have:
1.  What is Earth Science about?

Earth Science is a conglomeration of three separate sciences that seek to help us study and better understand our world and universe. These three sciences encompass astronomy (space), geology (rocks, plate tectonics, etc.) and meteorology (weather and climate). Studying these three topics will not only better help us understand our place in the universe, but also help us better understand daily life in Rochester, NY. 
Throughout the year you will be investigating the following overarching question:

· How has Rochester, NY changed over time and how do we know?

2.  How will the course be taught?

This course is taught through a “workshop” model that will be made up of five phases throughout each lesson: The bridge, mini-lesson, workshop, summary, and closure. This method requires that you work collaboratively with your classmates as you investigate Earth Science. 
Throughout this year you will actively be developing your ability to “argue” scientifically.  Every day you will practice this by answering a focus question in your summary by making a claim, supporting it with sufficient evidence, and connecting your understanding to real world situations.
3.  What expectations does the teacher have?
· The knowledge that you take away from this class will be equivalent to the effort that you put into it.  I am ALWAYS here to help you as long as you are willing to help yourself.

· Your goal should be to learn some level of Earth Science and have fun in the process, but more than that, it should be to gain some of the skills necessary to become a life-long learner.  

· Performing well in class requires the same practice as performing well in sports or music! Good students are not born, they work hard to become that. Just keep asking questions and keep working at the concepts and skills until you “know that you know.”  This needs to happen during the unit, so that you can perform well on unit tests.   Work each day like you intend to be successful!  
	Successful Learners
	Struggling Learners

	· Are motivated to learn and set goals

· Think about what they know

· Take responsibility for their own learning 
(Collaborate with classmates and teachers in planning and pursuing learning.)

· Advocate for themselves.

· Anticipate what they are to learn

· Participate actively in their classes

· Assimilate, consolidate and integrate new knowledge

· Are organized and try to manage their time well

· Are persistent and effective problem solvers

· Seek comprehension and meaning

· Monitor their own learning

· Construct meaning
	· Lack self-confidence

· Demonstrate inappropriate communication and interpersonal skills

· Have difficulty demonstrating empathy for others

· Do not know how to analyze the effectiveness of their efforts

· Do not see cause/effect relationships
· Appear not to learn from previous mistakes or errors in judgment

· Avoid failure by avoiding tasks

· Lack organizational skills

· Appear to avoid responsibility and independence

· Feel like they have no control over their behavior/ lives

· Have few, if any, productive strategies for dealing with stress and anger


4. Will I have a lot of homework?

That depends on how productive you are in class.  Not everyone works at the same rate.  Help during class, support periods and after school will be made available. Homework and classwork assignments are meant to help you learn the material and give you additional practice.  It will be greatly beneficial to you to complete all assignments and complete them to your best ability in a timely fashion.  It will be your responsibility to complete all assigned work.  If you get it done in class you will not have to do it at home. 

5.  What if I am ABSENT?

Your presence in class is extremely important to your success.  If you do have to be absent from a class:
· It is your responsibility to get make-up work; coming to class and saying “I was absent, I did not get the assignment” is not an excuse for incomplete work.  
· Take the initiative to get caught up. This is YOUR responsibility.  If at all possible this should be done before your next class.  I am frequently available after school and very willing to help you get caught up, but you have to come to me first! 
6. How is my grade in the class calculated?

Assessments for Learning:  (75% of each quarter)

These assessments are designed to help inform both you and me what you have learned and where you need more practice before an exam.  
Quizzes- You may retake each quiz from every unit.  You must meet with me first to go over your quiz

and then you will be eligible to retake it. On the retake, you have the opportunity to earn full credit back!  
All quizzes from a unit must be made-up prior to the unit exam for that unit.  
Labs- The format for the graded part of the lab will change depending on the material being assessed. 
Homework- Homework will be graded and is expected to be turned in completed on time. 

Classwork- Is to be completed and turned in at the end of class. At times, classwork may be turned into

homework depending on time. 
Assessments of Learning: (25% of each quarter)

Unit Exams and Projects-These will always be announced at the beginning of each unit. 

Regents Exam- The regents exam does not count toward your overall course grade but since this is a regent’s course the expectation is that all scholars will complete 1200 lab minutes and take the Earth Science Regents Final Exam. This exam grade will be reported separately on your transcript.
Final course grades are determined by averaging the 4 quarter grades.

7. Tests and quizzes make up a lot of my grade, what if I mess up?

I have found that poor test results happen when students do not immediately clear up concepts or skills that they do not understand.  If you always make it a goal to be sure you have things figured out, then tests will not be difficult.  To help you do this, I allow Quiz Retakes (see above).  

8. Tests and quizzes make up a lot of my grade, how do I prepare?

This class is much different than others that you have taken up to this point.  Earth Science is challenging because it is a lot of information in a very short time period.  It is very abstract and unlike most other content (even science) that you have studied and it is very mathematical.  To be successful in Earth Science you have to learn how to apply what you know, not just memorize things.  
To help support you in this class:

1) I ALWAYS provide very detailed pre-tests to help you study (and occasionally pre-quizzes).  These should be done throughout the unit, not as a cram session the night before the test.  You should give yourself time to check your answers and ask questions.
2) I will require that you complete a specific review assignment(s) by the day of the unit exam.  I will collect this assignment the day of the exam and check you off for completing your assignments.  You will receive a grade for completing your packet assignments (assessment for learning). I find that students who complete their assignments in a timely fashion perform well on unit exams.  
9. What about Labs?
Lab Safety:  You must always wear goggles and adhere to the safety precautions outlined before each lab.  Careless disregard for safety may result in a parent/administrative meeting to determine if you are allowed to continue in the course.  A lab safety contract must be signed by both the student and his/her parent in order to participate in Earth Science labs. 
Lab “Eligibility”:  According to the NY State Board of Regents, you MUST have AT LEAST 1200 minutes of documented and satisfactory laboratory experiences completed by the end of the year to take the required Regents Earth Science exam.  All labs are out of 10 points.  Scholars must pass a lab with at least a 7 out of 10 to receive lab minutes.  Late labs lose 1 point for every day it is late.
Lab Assessments:  Between the lab and the questions I ask you about it, many of the major ideas of Earth Science will emerge.  Once graded, the concepts related to the lab will also be considered fair game for quizzes/tests.  I have found in the past that students who do not keep up with labs struggle with the course.  Additionally, students who do not have 80% of the offered lab minutes at the end of each quarter will receive a letter home indicating their lab deficiency.  At the end of the year students who do not meet the lab requirement will not be allowed to take the Regents Earth Science exam.
Signature Page: 
I have read and understand the classroom expectations and policies.  I have also shared and discussed this information with my parents.  In addition (please initial): 
· I know I need 1200 lab minutes to take the Earth Science Regents _________
· I know I need at least a 7 on my labs to earn lab minutes ________
· I know I lose a point for each day the lab is late ________
· I have signed the lab safety contract __________
Student Name (Print) 
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I have read and understand the classroom expectations and policies.  I have discussed this with my child.
Printed Guardian(s’) Name(s): 










Guardian’s Signature: 












Students with educational support and involvement from their family tend to be much more successful!  Please feel free to send me an e-mail introducing yourself and to contact me anytime!! 
I strongly believe that guardian/teacher communication is vital to promote student learning and achievement.  If you could please provide me with an email address where I can reach you, it would be very helpful and also allow me to make initial contact right away.  My contact information is at the top of the first page of this syllabus.  Please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions or concerns you might have.  Again, this will provide me with an immediate line of communication for the entire school year.

This is also helpful because I like to send out email reminders to parents of upcoming quizzes/tests and marking period deadlines so that you may guide your student in their attempts to build organization, time-management and life-balancing skills this year.  

Guardian(s’) Email Address (es):


Please DETACH this page from the rest of your syllabus and turn in this page to Ms. Worthington/Ms. Panton. 
